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orientation : challenges for a
transnational feminist TV studies
latest phase of globalization : (further liberalization & deregulation) :
media convergence and digitalization (advent of SVoD, OTT: see,
Lobato, 2019; 2018; Jenner, 2018; Lotz, 2016)
• challenging the very basis of what classifies television, with its
foundational principle of ‘flow’ (see, Ellis, 1992[1982]; Williams,
1974)
changes to the very materiality of distribution and delivery systems, as
well as TV content (e.g. the TV format)

transnational feminism : the
debates

challenges for a transnational TV feminism
Latest phase of globalization reenergizing feminist debate
• (Hegde, 2011; Shohat, 2006; DeKoven, 2001; McClintock, Mufti
and Shohat, 1997; Grewal and Kaplan, 1994; Mohanty, Russo
and Torres, 1991)
how different categories of female bodies, identities and
subjectivities are being (re)produced, (re)positioned and
(re)imagined under transnational conditions inside national
television cultures.
‘Questions arising on the move, at the border, in the
encounters with the other, and when stranger meets stranger,’
writes Trinh T Minh-ha (2011: 1).

towards a transnational TV feminism(s):

how fit for purpose is feminism as a theoretical
travelling companion?
unconscious rules of the epistemology of feminism:
•

Ella Shohat (2006) and Gayatri Spivak (1998; 1985)

scaling up in the world as First World Feminism (Spivak, 1998; 1985; see
also Alarcón, 1990: 356-369).
•

Spivak: ‘symptomatic of a colonialist benevolence’ (1998: 191).

First World Feminism emerges as another culture of imperialism :
• bell hooks (1989) : materiality of language already compromised : a contrapuntal
reading strategy proposed

A (textual) paradox of feminism(s) in the world : material realities of
location and situated conditions of (patriarchal) power and knowledge
discrepancies and discontinuities, but also syncretism and intersectionality
• Shohat ‘gendered cartographies of knowledge’ (2006: 1-16); knowledge that is
historically specific, ‘situated’ (Haraway, 1988) and ‘relational’ (Shohat, 2006).

Inderpal Grewal and Caren Kaplan advocate for how ‘we need to articulate
the relationship of gender to scattered hegemonies such as global economic
structures, patriarchal nationalisms, “authentic” forms of tradition, local
structures of domination, and legal-juridical oppression on multiple levels’
(1994: 17).

towards a transnational TV feminism(s):

local power relations structuring forms of television that travel (or not)
the paradox of transnational feminism(s): different theoretical forms
and present under different nomenclature:
• postcolonial and cultural studies (Shohat, 2006)
• postcolonial studies and cultural politics (Minh-ha, 2011)
• transnational practices, postmodernity and cultural studies (Kaplan
and Grewal, 1999)
• Third World women (Mohanty, 1991)
• radical women of colour (Moraga, 1984; Moraga and Anzaldúa,
2015 [1981]),
•

postmodern/postfeminist hybridity (bell hooks, 1990; 1989)

transnational feminism(s) is less a coherent theory than a
cacophonous series of discordant methodologies.

Flow/Cut

(Janet McCabe and Catherine Grant, 2018)
the body at the border : where the transnational comes
into being

Body/Matters (Janet
McCabe and Catherine
Grant, 2018)
Judith Butler:
To problematize the matter of bodies may entail an initial
loss of epistemological certainty, but a loss of certainty is
not the same as political nihilism. On the contrary such a
loss may well indicate a significant the promising shift in
political thinking. This unsettling of ‘matter’ can be
understood initiating new possibilities, new ways for bodies
to matter. (2011: 6)
Inderpal Grewal and Caren Kaplan : scattered hegemonies
… scattered hegemonies such as global economic
structures, patriarchal nationalisms, “authentic” forms of
tradition, local structures of domination, and legal-juridical
oppression on multiple levels. (1994: 17)

What is it to tell stories across borders, to
produce stories in two places at once?

• (mis)appropriation of the televisual text |
performance of positionality
• audiovisual interfaces with the
transnational in evocative and affecting
ways
• TV format as palimpsest : a game of
citations, adaptations and remakes
• collage of styles | scrapbook of
production codes and values

